Tissues were dissociated and cells purified as described by Osteen and coworkers 1 with some modifications. Biopsy specimens were collected using a pipelle and immediately placed in an 
Primary endometrial epithelial cell isolation and purification
Tissues were dissociated and cells purified as described by Osteen were layered slowly over 10 mL of DMEM/F12/FBS in a sterile 15 mL conical tube and the tube was incubated in an upright position at 37°C, 95% air, 5% CO 2 for 30 min. The top 10 mL of sedimentation medium were discarded and the sedimentation step was repeated with the bottom 2 mL. The top 10 mL of sedimentation medium were discarded again and 5 mL of DMEM/F12/FBS were added. Final purification was achieved by selective attachment of any remaining stromal cells to plastic substrate as follows. Cells were seeded in a 75 cm 2 tissue culture flask and incubated at 37°C, 95% air, 5% CO 2 for 1h. Non-attached epithelial cells were collected and cultured in DMEM/F12/FBS at a density of 3 X 10 5 cells/mL for 2-3 days.
After this plating period, medium was changed every other day for 2-3 days until further use. 
